WHAT HAPPENED
13 YEARS AGO ON

AUGUST 8, 19887

Thousands of people in Burma sacrificed their lives,
demanding peace and democracy.

In 1962, after 14 years of democracy, a group of army generals staged a
military coup, installed a new government dominated by the military and
eradicated all traces of democracy in Burma. There was only one party,
called the Burma Socialist Party and no other political parties were allowed.
Since then, Burma has been isolated from the world communities. The
military controlled every aspect of Burmese life, including the media,
education and the economy. Throughout the next 26 years, periodic protests

and burst of ethnic insurgency were easily subdued by the army.

Finally in August of 1988, due to continued political oppression and economic
hardships, Burma erupted with “People’s Power” street demonstrations.
The nation-wide uprising, on August 8, was brutally gunned down by army
troops, killing thousands of unarmed demonstrators, including school

children, pregnant women and Buddhist monks.

For all of us, August will always be remembered as a month of bloodshed
and crushed hopes. For it was in August 1988 that literally millions of
Burmese from every walk of life joined to demand an end to military
dictatorship, only to be gunned down in untold numbers throughout the country.
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For further info please contact:
Burma Watch International, a Society for Human Rights

Mr. Jack Freebury, President
Tel: 780-4840325, Fax: 780-4842884
E mail: freebury@planet.eon.net

Dr. Alice Khin, Director
Tel: 780-4397555
E mail: alice.khin@ualberta.ca
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Join a special commemoration and candle light vigil of the 14th anniversary
of the August 8, 1988 uprising by the people of Burma to demand
peace, democracy and basic human rights. This nation-wide uprising
was brutally gunned down by the military regime killing thousands of people.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 2002
EDUCATION NORTH 2-115 7:30 PM

Sponsored by
$> Burma Watch International
) International Centre, University of Alberta

For information contact the following
Jack Freebury Tel: 484.0325
Alice Khin Tel: 492.4547

Nancy Hannemann Tel: 492.5962



